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Finkelstein & Partners shares dangers of texting and driving with Cornwall students
Commit to quit - don't text and drive

was the urgent message attorney Kenneth
Fromson left with nearly 500 sen
iors and juniors at a recent pro
gram at Cornwall High School.
Fromson, a partner at Finkelstein
& Partners LLP, one of New York
State's largest personal injury
firms, spoke to the students about
the dangers of texting while driv
ing as part of the law firm's active
community relations program.

Finkelstein & Partners has
teamed up with Cumulus radio
stations to build awareness
among people of all ages, and
especially young people, about
the deadly consequences of tex
ting while driving, also known as
distracted driving.

"First and foremost," Fromson
said, "texting while driving is
illegal in New York and 28 other
states across the nation. Is there
anything going on that's so criti
cal it can't wait until you can
safely pull over or arrive at your
destination?" asked Fromson.

"According to the National
H i g h w a y Tr a f fi c S a f e t y
Administration (NHTSA), it is
the under-20 age group with the
greatest proportion of distracted
drivers," said Fromson. "Of all drivers
younger than 20 involved in fatal crashes,
16 percent were reported to have been dis-
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friends, is not only dangerous, it can kill,"
continued Fromson.

To illustrate the serious nature of the
issue, Fromson shared the following facts
with the Cornwall students, all of whom
were of driving age:

• 20 percent of injury crashes in 2009
involved reports of distracted driving.
(NHTSA)• According to a recent survey nearly
half of people under the age of 24 admit
ted to texting while driving

• Drivers who use hand-held devices are
four times as likely to get into crashes
serious enough to injure themselves.
(Insurance Institute for Highway Safety)• Using a cell phone while driving,
whether it's hand-held or hands-free,
delays a driver's reactions as much as
having a blood alcohol concentration at
the legal limit of .08 percent. (University
of Utah)

The students who participated in the
Commit to Quit program were invited to

create a poster to share the lessons they
learned with their fellow Cornwall stu
dents. The winning poster will be dis
played throughout the school.

"Texting while driving is an exception
ally serious issue, especially for our
young people," said the firm's managing
partner, Andrew Finkelstein. "We're
proud to be able to use the resources of
our firm and the knowledge of our attor
neys to communicate the issues of dis
tracted driving. If our Commit to Quit
Texting While Driving program prevents
even one accident, saves even one life,
then it served its purpose," continued
Finkelstein.

For more information about the
Commit to Quit Texting while Driving
program visit the Community Relations
pages of Finkelstein & Partners website at
www.lawampm.com. To arrange for the
Commit to Quit program at your school or
community organization, contact Danielle
Mackey at dmackey@lawampm.com.
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